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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 August 2010 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to tine correspondence sent on 8/1 0/201 0. 
The amendments to the claims and remarl<s have been entered and fully considered 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 - 5, 13 - 17 and 21 - 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lau (7,212,829) in view of Examiner's Official Notice. 

As per claims 1,13 and 25, Lau discloses a system and computer-implemented 
method for a user to find pinpoint status of a shipment being transported by a carder, 

comprising: 

clicking on a shipment pinpoint symbol on a computer screen (col. 5, lines 53 - 
62 discuss user selecting); 

connecting automatically to an internet or private network, If a connection is not 
already established (col. 4, lines 37 - 50 discuss connecting to the internet); 
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sending automatically a shipping pinpoint inquiry to the carder via the internet or 
private network (col. 4, lines 55 - 67 discuss a tracking the location information of the 
shipment); 

requesting a pinpoint location of the shipment in response to the shipping status 
inquiry (col. 4, lines 55 - 67 discuss a tracking the location information of the shipment); 
and 

receiving the requested pinpoint location of the shipment to the computer screen, 
wherein the pinpoint location identifies a position between checkpoints at each of which 
shipment presence is monitored regardless of user inquiries (col. 4, lines 55 - 67 
discuss a tracking the location information of the shipment). 

However, Lau does not explicitly disclose then, in response to clicking on the 
shipment pinpoint symbol shortcut icon. 

Law teaches a website and a graphical user interface with icons (fig. 6). Lau also 
teaches selecting a notification format and select from any of the options shown on the 
website in page 6. In addition the abstract states, "...interested parties can gain access 
to status information pertaining to the articles being shipped via a website." 

The Examiner takes Official notice that it is old and well known in the art of 
websites to include shortcut icons and to click those icons as a way to make a selection. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include clicking on a pinpoint symbol shortcut icon, in 
order to select the sending format of the shipping status. 
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As per claims 2 and 14, Lau discloses wherein tlie sliipnnent pinpoint symbol 
shortcut icon comprises a file, including a markup language context text including a 
tracking code of the shipment (fig. 6 depicts icons). 

As per claims 3 and 15, Lau discloses wherein the shipment pinpoint symbol 
shortcut icon is provided to the computer screen in conjunction with a shipment 
checkpoint symbol shortcut icon (fig. 6 depict pinpoint symbols), and 

wherein the shipment checkpoint symbol shortcut icon is for obtaining information 
as to the presence of at least one of the checkpoints (fig. 6 depicts position information). 

As per claim 4, Lau further discloses comprising: 

determining whether the step of providing the pinpoint shipping status information 
to the computer screen is pert'ormed later than a certain time after the step of sending 
automatically the shipping pinpoint inquiry, due to a delay (col. 15 discusses 
determining a delay in transport); and 

compensating a user of the computer screen any such delay (col. 1 1 , lines 52 - 
62 discusses incurnng costs); 

As per claims 5 and 16, Lau discloses wherein the position is separate from all 
of the checkpoints (abstract discusses positions of the item shipped). 

As per claim 17, Lau discloses further comprising: 
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determining that the position indicates arrival at a delivery checkpoint (col. 5, line 
63 - col. 6, line 10 discusses determining arrival); and 

modifying the file to remove the tracking code of the shipment (fig. 3 depicts 
updating the shipping information). 

As per claim 21, Lau further discloses comprising: 

receiving the shortcut icon file via the internet or private network (col. 2 discusses 
the internet). 

As per claim 22, Lau discloses wherein: 

the server computer sends the shortcut icon file to the user computer via the 
internet or private network (col. 2 discusses the internet). 

As per claim 23, Lau further discloses comprising: 

then, in response to clicking on the shipment pinpoint symbol shortcut icon, 
sending automatically a second shipping pinpoint inquiry to a second carrier via the 
internet or private network (fig. 1 depicts sending via the internet); 

As per claim 24, Lau further discloses comprising: 

a second server computer for providing to a user computer a clickable shipment 
pinpoint symbol shortcut icon file that triggers a shipping pinpoint inquiry to a second 
carrier (fig. 1 depicts a server). 
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As per claim 26, Lau further discloses comprising: 

the server computer configured to charge the user a fee is the clicl<able shipment 
pinpoint symbol shortcut icon file is selected by the user (col. 1 1 , lines 52 - 62 discusses 
incurring costs). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, liowever, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLUSEYE IWARERE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5112. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on (571 )272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3687 



